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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


INTERNATIONAL CouNcIL OF ReELiIcIous Epuca- 
TION, ANNUAL MEETINGS 


Chicacosslll See ee ee ee February 7, 1944 


ALLIANCE oF REFORMED CHURCHES HOLDING 
THE PRESBYTERIAN SYSTEM 


AtlanticnGityeNe nye eees February 8-10, 1944 


CoMMISSION ON THE RELATION OF THE CHURCH 
TO THE WAR 


Washington, Dy Glo ee February 25, 26, 1944 


FEDERAL CouNcIL OF CHURCHES, EXECUTIVE 
CoMMITTEE 


New. ViorkiitN. -WVins2 22 eee March 21, 1944 


GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST 
CHURCH 


Kansas Citys Once eee April 26, 1944 


Freperat Councit oF CHURCHES, EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 


News York, Ni) Vic 2 2 eee -May 16, 1944 


NorTHERN Baptist CONVENTION 
Atlantic City, ON: Vices. ceee tec May 23, 1944 


GrNneRAL ASSEMBLY, UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


New (Concord) @Ohiowe. = se see May 24, 1944 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
In U.S 


MontreatiN. (C2. ee May 25, 1944 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
THE U.S.A. 


Chicagos DI -May 25, 1944 


GENERAL SYNOD, REFORMED CHURCH IN 
AMERICA 


Buck: Bill) Falls)\Pas ee June 1, 1944 


GENERAL CoUNCIL, CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES 


Grand Rapids, Mich....................... June 21-28, 1944 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SyNOD oF Missouri, 
0, AND OTHER STATES 


Saginaw, Mich.....-...c.-.scccccsceesseceenee June 21-30, 1944 


SEVENTH Day Baptist GENERAL CONFERENCE 
Alfred) Ni Witcceca eee eeerense August 22-27, 1944 
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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


In Honor of Abraham Lincoln’s Memory 


Lincoln’s recognition of the sovereignty of God in 
the life of the nation was a conspicuous aspect of his 
leadership. In honor of his memory and as a sober- 
ing reminder to us in our day of need, we print por- 
tions of his Proclamation of March 30, 1863: 


“Whereas the Senate of the United States, 
devoutly recognizing the supreme authority and 
just government of Almighty God in all the af- 
fairs of men and of nations, has by a resolution 
requested the President to designate and set 
apart a day for national prayer and humiliation; 
and 

“Whereas it is the duty of nations as well as 
of men to own their dependence upon the over- 
ruling power of God, to confess their sins and 
transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with as- 
sured hope that genuine repentance will lead to 
mercy and pardon, and to recognize the sublime 
truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and 
proven by all history, that those nations only 
are blessed whose God is the Lord; 

“And, insomuch as we know that by His divine 
law nations, like individuals, are subjected to 
punishments and chastisements in this world, 
may we not justly fear that the awful calamity of 
civil war which now desolates the land may be 
but a punishment inflicted upon us for our pre- 
sumptuous sins, to the needful end of our na- 
tional reformation as a whole people? We have 
' been the recipients of the choicest bounties of 


Heaven; we have been preserved these many 
years in peace and prosperity; we have grown 
in numbers, wealth, and power as no other na- 
tion has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. 
We have forgotten the gracious hand which pre- 
served us in peace and multiplied and enriched 
and strengthened us, and we have vainly im- 
agined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that 
all these blessings were produced by some su- 
perior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxi- 
cated with unbroken success, we have become 
too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeem- 
ing and preserving grace, too proud to pray to 
the God that made us. 


“It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves be- 
fore the offended Power, to confess our national 
sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness. 


“Now, therefore, in compliance with the re- 
quest, and fully concurring in the views of the 
Senate, I do by this my proclamation designate 
and set apart Thursday, the 30th day of April, 
1863, as a day of national humiliation, fasting, 
and prayer. 4... 


‘All this being done in sincerity and truth, let 
us then rest humbly«in the hope authorized by 
the divine teachings that the united cry of the 
nation will be heard on high and answered with 
blessings no less than the pardon of our national 
sins and the restoration of our now divided and 
suffering country to its former happy condition 
of unity and peace.” 
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Types of Americanism 


Some weeks ago Religious News Service re- 
ported from Concord, N. H., that “waves of 
protest and criticism” had followed the an- 
nouncement that the women of the New Hamp- 
shire Methodist Conference had taken a 
collection to send Christmas gifts to Japanese 
children. When the women claimed that the 
newspapers had failed to note that the gifts 
were for children of Japanese Americans in relo- 
cation centers, the critics “contended that gifts 
of any kind to children of Japanese parentage 
were in extremely bad taste at this time.” 


Fortunately there are other reactions which 
indicate a spirit more appropriate to American 
democracy. For example, the soldiers at Camp 
Savage, Minnesota, gathered an offering for the 
same Christmas gift project and sent a check for 
$899.99. That is the army of a democracy! 


It will soon be two years since 70,000 Ameri- 
can citizens of Japanese ancestry, along with 
about 40,000 first-generation Japanese who are 
not permitted by our laws to become citizens, 
were segregated in camps. As the Tolan Con- 
gressional Committee pointed out, this action 
presents us with a grave national problem. What 
is going to happen to the minds of these people? 
Are they becoming de-Americanized? Are they 
deteriorating under prolonged detention? 

A reassuring indication of the courage, insight 
and patriotism of these people under adverse 
circumstances is found in an editorial in the 
evacuees’ newspaper of one of the Reloca- 
tion Centers, the Manzanar Free Press, written 
by Roy M. Takeno under the title “A Victorious 
New Year to You—America!” The following 
extracts are proof of rugged Americanism: 

“Greetings to you for a Victorious New Year, 
people of America; from your kindred 50,000 
citizens inside barbed wire fences. We send 
you greetings, we who have been lodged by cir- 
cumstances of war inside these Relocation Cen- 
ters in the deserts of the West. 

“Tn three months, we will have spent two 
years in these centers. We have had time to 
rationalize our own predicament. The tragic 
experiences of evacuation, the untold volume of 


business losses of the evacuees, the unwarranted - 
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hatreds engendered toward us: by some people 
because of our hereditary kinship with the 
Asiatic foe—these we write off our ledger. 

“On the other side stands our gratitude to 
the American people for sanctioning the effort 
of this government to look after the welfare of 
our children, of our aged and the sick. We real- 
ize that in other parts of the world millions of 
innocent people’s lives have been sacrificed im 
evacuations and by failures of other govern- 
ments to protect their war-driven civilians. Here 
in War Relocation Centers we have found tem- 
porary refuge, we have taken stock of our stake 
in America and now we are preparing in a new 
Spirit to re-establish ourselves. 

“Tn seeking to resettle and to re-establish our- 
selves in our respective trades, businesses and 


professions, we realize the unwisdom of trying 


to force ourselves upon a people who view us 


‘with suspicion. We only seek to join in the drive 


for Victory. . . . In Europe, in the South Pacific, 
‘on every front, former evacuees are today in 
‘uniform fighting beside their brother Americans. 

. We are willing and ready to stand or fall by 
‘our records, realizing that it is one of the in- 


-herent characteristics of the country we love to 
-appraise its people by the contribution they can 
‘make toward the total welfare of the nation. ... 


“Now that our eyes are clear again and our 


‘hearts are strong again we look forward as 


Americans with deepened understanding and 
firm conviction to this New Year when Victory 
‘Shall gems to this country that is yours and 
ours.’ 


: 
“An Affirmation of Ow Unity in Christ” 
Few attempts have been made to elaborate 
our simple declarations of basic Christian unity. 
Perhaps this is because of reluctance to attempt. 
to reduce to formal statement the central and. 
deepest loyalties, which always baffle the most. 
extensive and careful vocabulary. Words are, 
after all, only symbols of ideas; and even ideas 
do not exhaust reality. So we know in advance 
of the attempt that any formulation will be un- 
satisfactory. 
However, attempts that emerge from the e: 
perience of fellowship in Christ may have th 
value of deepening our sense of comradeship 
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_ The affirmation of Christian unity from the 
Edinburgh Faith and Order Conference has been 
helpful to many. It reminds us that the ecu- 
menical movement is not without theological 
foundations. We are therefore interested in a 
less formal affirmation which has been brought 
to our attention recently. We believe it merits 
study not because we consider it to be adequate, 
but because we believe that in approach and 
in vocabulary it will be helpful as a basis of dis- 
cussion, especially among laymen, along with 
the Edinburgh statement. It was used in con- 
nection with the 25th Anniversary of the Fed- 
eration of Churches of Rochester (N.Y.) in a 
service of worship, and was led by Rev. Hugh 
Chamberlin Burr. The affirmation follows: 

Loyal to the truth as God gives to each of 
us to understand it, and members of many 
branches of the Church, nevertheless we do 
solemnly avow our essential unity in Christ. 

We are one in rejoicing that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself. 

We are one in our acknowledgement of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our God and Saviour. 

We are one in the complete devotion of our- 
selves and of all our possessions to God through 
Christ. 

We are one in seeking to know and to do the 
will of God as revealed in Christ. 

We are one in our holy desire to be so filled 
with the Gospel that all of life may reflect the 
spirit of our Saviour. 

We are one in our recognition of all men as 
sons of God equally capable of being redeemed 
and, with us, the sharers of His unmerited love. 

We are one in affirming the pre-eminence of 
the Kingdom of God, both in its present reality 
and its coming in power and great glory. 

We are one in our purpose to unite in fel- 
lowship with all true followers of our Lord that 
His service may be strengthened and His King- 
dom increased. 

We are one in acknowledging our unworthi- 
ness for these great tasks and our reliance upon 
God who is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think according to the 
power that worketh in us. 

We are one in our purpose of so demonstrat- 
ing our unity in Christ that the world may know 
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that God did send Him! and may find peace and 
unity in Him—to Whom be the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 


The Council’s Executive Committee 


The average member of a communion con- 
stituent to the Federal Council of Churches 
probably has a pretty fair picture in his mind 
of the Council itself in biennial meetings. But 
he probably does not as readily conceive of the 
Executive Committee, which carries on the work 
of the Council in the interim. 


The Federal Council’s Executive Committee 


‘has about ninety voting members who are ap- 


pointed by the constituent churches. Of these, 
more than fifty are frequently in attendance. 
At the last meeting two churches were repre- 
sented. by their full quotas. Many states are 
represented. At a recent meeting the Editor 
noticed that the complete delegation of one 
church, four members, were from Indiana, Ohio, 
Kentucky and New York. 

The Committee takes its work seriously. Pro- 
nouncements proposed for its consideration are 
mailed in advance so that the members have an 
opportunity to study them carefully. They are 
often “torn to pieces.” Debate is sometimes 
prolonged, sometimes lacking. Though oc- 
casionally warm, it is almost never contentious. 
One can never predict confidently what item on 
the agenda will give rise to extended discussion. 
When there is a sharp division of opinion over 
a problem as it is presented, an attempt is made 
to find a basis of substantial agreement. 

Among the members are bishops, pastors, 
general executives, board secretaries, lay men, 
lay women, editors and educators. They repre- 
sent wide divergences of church polity and tra- 
dition, but by constitutional requirement as well 
as conviction, a common basic evangelical faith 
and loyalty to the Church of Christ. The aver- 
age church member may be confident that his 
convictions are represented at least approxi- 
mately by at least some of the members of the 
Committee. Furthermore, he may be assured 
that they are represented competently and 
without any restraints except those imposed by 
Christian fellowship. 
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To Public Leaders and Our People 


The following statement by the Federal Council’s Com- 
mission on a Just and Durable Peace was approved by 
the Council’s Executive Committee on January 18: 


E HAVE entered upon a new year during which 

VV many generalities about the peace will have to 

be translated into concrete decisions. These 
decisions will be of two kinds, particular and general. 
Particular decisions will relate to such matters as bound- 
aries, the re-establishment of order in liberated areas 
and the conditions to be imposed upon enemy peoples. 
General decisions will relate to the nature of the post- 
war order which the United Nations will create. 

With respect to particular settlements there are some 
proposals so clearly violative of the moral law that the 
Christian conscience could never acquiesce therein. The 
Christian people of this nation expect that their govern- 
ment will reject them and strive earnestly and com- 
petently for particular settlements which will be just 
and conducive to permanent concord. But we recognize 
that war creates a psychological environment that is ab- 
normal and transitory; that there are conflicts of legiti- 
mate claims and that many millions in Europe who are 
deeply concerned cannot now effectively present their 
views. Therefore there will be particular settlements 
which will fail to meet the test of time. This accentu- 
ates the importance of the general decisions which will 
determine the nature of the post-war order. 

There, a basic choice must be made between interna- 
tional organization designed merely to perpetuate by re- 
pression the particular structure of the world which will 
emerge from the war, and international organization 
which, in addition to such use of force under law as is a 
requisite of order discharges tasks that are curative and 
creative. On that issue our Commission has spoken. In 
our Statement of Political Propositions (‘Six Pillars of 
Peace’) we advocated not only a general world organi- 
zation and regulation of armament, much as subsequent- 
ly proposed by the Moscow declaration, but also that in- 
ternational organization be designed: 

To seek, from time to time, the change of treaty 
conditions which may prove unjust and provocative of 
war; 

To seek to put economic and financial intercourse 
on a more dependable and fruitful basis; 

To seek that autenomy be the genuine goal of colo- 
nial administration; 

To seek for people everywhere a regime of spiritual 
and intellectual liberty. 

We consider it essential that, as the functions of gen- 
eral international organization are elaborated during the 
coming days, they be made to include such tasks. We do 
not demand the impossible or the impracticable. We 
realize that only as there develops an increased aware- 


ness of common interest will national groups share with 
others decisive authority over their destiny. Therefore 
we are prepared to recognize that any international or- 
ganization dealing with such matters may, at first, have 
to depend more upon moral than upon legal authority. 
But we do insist that international organization should 
be designed, not to maintain a faulty world status, but 
to seek inventively to eradicate the political and eco- 


nomic maladjustments, the spiritual and intellectual de- — 


ficiencies, the inadequacies of international law, which 
basically cause war, 

Therefore, as of instant importance in the year be- 
fore us, 

We urge our public leaders to take steps to endow 
the projected world organization with responsibilities 
that are curative and creative and not merely repres- 
sive. That is the only type of world organization 
which, in our judgment, the Christian forces of our 
nation will solidly support. 


We urge our people to remain united and vigorous to 


achieve such international organization and American 
participation therein. If there are disappointments as 
to particular settlements, that is a reason, not for relapse 
toward political aloofness, but for even stronger efforts 
to achieve world organization which has potentialities 
for correcting mistakes and developing a true fellowship 
of people. 

In conclusion, we appeal to the people in our churches 
to stand strong in their faith in God. Our hope rests 
upon the knowledge that He rules in the affairs of men 
and.nations. Plans arising from the despair born of fear 
or from the frenzy born of passion are destined to fail- 
ure. Let us proclaim boldly and clearly, “The Lord thy 
God reigneth.” As the power of our nation is used in 
conformity with His laws it will contribute to the estab- 
lishing of a just and durable peace. 


Council Urges Support of U. N. R. R. A. 


The Executive Committee of the Federal Council 
adopted the following statement on January 18: 


“The Executive Committee responds gratefully to the 
purpose of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration to meet the desperate and widespread 
physical needs of people in liberated areas following hos- 
tilities. Recognizing the possibilities of exploiting such 
a program for political purposes, we are reassured by the 
steps taken by the organization at its first meeting at 
Atlantic City to guard against such abuses and to guaran- 
tee that relief be given on the basis of need and with- 
out discrimination on grounds of-race, creed or political 
affiliation. 

“We urge the people in our churches to take the lead 
in support of the measures required for the success of 


\ 
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| this program. © Specifically, we approve Congressional 
‘appropriation of the funds which would enable the 
United States to meet its appropriate share of the cost 
of the program. Furthermore, we believe that our Chris- 
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tian people should be prepared ungrudgingly to limit 
their demands for food and commodities in order that 
supplies may be available to meet the acute needs of 
others.” 


Cooperation in Evangelism 


VANGELISM marches on in spite of war. In the 
EK midst of world tension and conflict the denomina- 

tions are experiencing a closer codperation in this 
primary work of the Church. Experience is teaching us 
now more than ever that some things can be done more 
effectively together than separately. 

The denominations are codperating in an emphasis on 
prayer. America’s Prayer Minute has been observed at 
six o’clock each evening during these two years of war. 
By the ringing of church bells and chimes many com- 
munities are reminded of the prayer minute. The Mutual 
Broadcasting System is broadcasting a brief prayer each 
evening except Sunday at 6:00 P.M., E.W.T. 


The! Christian Missions are another evidence of co- | 


operation in evangelism. These have been carried on 
for seven years by the denominations through the De- 
partment of Evangelism of the Federal Council. During 
the past year Missions have been held in nine of the ten 
Japanese Relocation Centers. Twenty-nine speakers 
have participated, three of whom have been Japanese pas- 
tors. “I was in prison and ye visited me” has been one 
of the inspirations for these Missions of one week each. 
The speakers gave their messages in seminars, in high 
schools, to teachers and in evening mass meetings. It 
was not unusual to have an attendance of 3,000 at an 
evening service. 

Missions have been held also on the camp grounds of 
the nation. Thirty-two army camps and naval bases 
were visited in 1943, and a total of 47 have been visited 
since Pearl Harbor. From one to twelve speakers are 
provided for each Mission, depending upon the size of the 
military center. The visiting speakers give their mes- 
sages in the chapels, guard houses, officers’ meetings, 
and out on bivouac. Much time is spent during each 
week in personal counselling under the guidance of the 
chaplains. Here is one more way in which the churches 
together trail their men and women of the armed forces. 

Christian Missions have been held in thirty-two cities 
during 1943. The responsibility for the evangelization 
of these cities is too great for any one denomination. It 
is a united responsibility. These Missions, as they move 
from one city to another, give a demonstration of unity 
to the community. The teams of speakers, representing 
various denominations, share common responsibilities 
and work toward common objectives. The objectives of 
these Missions are fourfold: 

To reach the unreached masses with the Christian 

Gospel. 

To revive and re-enlist lapsed church members. 
To build bridges of fellowship across community 


chasms, as between the church and government; the 
church and education, etc. 
To strengthen codperation among the churches. 

Again, a Christian Mission is now planned for the 
campuses of America. Here also the responsibility is 
too great for any one denomination. There are 400 cam- 
puses in America, with over 500,000 trainees. These 
have no chaplains furnished by the Government. What 
is done for the moral and spiritual welfare of these young 
men and women must be done by the local religious 
forces. These local leaders are asking for help. The 
War Emergency Council and the Department of Evangel- 
ism have formed a joint “Christian Commission on War- 
time Campus Missions.” Already this Commission has 
received. over 100 inquiries regarding help. 

Another evidence of the closer codperation in evangel- 
ism is to be found in the fact that during the last fifteen 


‘ months the denominational secretaries of evangelism 


have held three one-day conferences. In these meetings 
they have shared their problems, plans and programs. 
Their evangelistic literature has been exchanged. Com- 
mon emphases have been accepted and united objectives 
have been agreed upon for several years to come. It is a 
matter of considerable satisfaction to know that almost 
every denomination has a full- or part-time secretary of 
evangelism, and a strong evangelistic commission to give 
denominational leadership in this work. 

When one begins to think of the vast migration of our 
citizens from one community to another; the number of 
young men and women of our armed forces in the camps 
and on the campuses; the Japanese, the majority of 
whom are American citizens, who are living behind 
barbed wire; the boys and girls who are receiving no 
religious education; and many groups with like needs—he 
begins to ask himself—who is sufficient for these things? 
Surely, no one denomination is sufficient. 

During the Preaching Mission in the Bay Region in 
California in 1936, the new bridge that spans the bay 
from Oakland to San Francisco was dedicated. The 
engineer showed to some of the members of the team a 
sample of the cable which was made to hold up the 
bridge. Said he, “This cable is composed of 17,500 
wires. Each wire has a tensile strength to hold up a 
Ford car.” “No one wire” he went on to say, “can hold 
up the bridge, but all the wires working together are 
holding up this bridge, and will carry the traffic of the 
years.” What is true of a bridge is even more true with 
reference to codperation on the part of Christians in 
doing the will and work of Christ. 

Jesse M. Baper. 
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tional council in the United States was considered 

on January 18, and the following action taken: 
“That the Executive Committee express approval of the 
proposed constitution and commend the plan to the fav- 
orable consideration of the constituent communions of the 
Federal Council.”” Thus the process initiated in 1940 
looking toward the closer integration of American co- 
operative Christianity on the national level received fresh 
impetus. 

The Committee on Closer Relationships, made up of 
representatives of eight existing interdenominational 
agencies, had submitted a proposed constitution for the 
new Council to the Biennial Meeting in Cleveland in 
December, 1942. The Federal Council at that time 
voted “to adopt the report and approve its recommenda- 
tions.” Because there were certain considerations not 
yet resolved, such as the question of “A North American 
Council including Canada” or a “National Council,” the 
Biennial Meeting empowered its Executive Committee 
to “transmit its recommendations concerning the organi- 
zation and the proposed constitution to the constituent 
denominations together with the report of the Committee 
on Closer Relationships of General Interdenominational 
Agencies and the proposed constitution attached thereto.” 

The actual decision concerning the creation of the new 
body, which it is proposed to designate as “The National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.,” will 
be made by the official governing bodies of the various 
communions. Because of the quadrennial and triennial 
schedule of the meetings of some of the communions it 
is probable that official action by. all the bodies concerned 
may not be completed for several years. 

A review of the status of the actions of the seven other 
agencies codperating in the drafting of this proposal re- 
veals that— 

The United Stewardship Council approved the plan on 
January 7, 1944, 

The Home Missions Council of North America, 
through an action by its Executive Committee June 16, 
1943, submitted the constitution to its constituent 
boards. 

The International Council of Religious Education 
gave provisional approval at its annual meeting in Feb- 
ruary, 1943; and is expected to take further action at 
its meeting on February 11-12, 1944. 

The Foreign Missions Conference of North America, 
at its annual meeting on January 6, 1944, voted “to sub- 
mit the plan to its member boards and agencies to give 
opportunity for their continued study of it and for addi- 
tional consultation and formulation . . . of trends of 
opinion including major arguments for and against for 
the information of the Committee on Further Procedure 
and of the Committee of Reference and Counsel.” 


Pte plan to create an inclusive interdenomina- 
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Merger Plan Submitted to Churches 


The Council of Church Boards of Education voted on 
January 12, 1944, to “grant to its committee the right 
to become a member of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America when 
75 percent of the contributing boards, members of this 
Council, have acted favorably and also have a favorable 
vote by the executive secretaries.” 

The Missionary Education Movement of the United 
States and Canada and the United Council of Church 
Women have deferred action until their next annual 
meetings. 

In the discussion on the floor of the Federal Council’s 
Executive Committee the plan was interpreted as an es- 
sential step for strengthening Protestantism’s united 
witness and service in the critical days ahead. 


New Publications 


Worship Services for Lenten Season. For churches or 
communities planning to devote at least one union 
church service during the Lenten period to a considera- 
tion of the suffering of the peoples of war-devastated 
lands, culminating in an offering for the work of over- 
seas relief and reconstruction, a new worship program 
is available on request. Also leaflets for congregational 
distribution concerning the work now being accomplished 
by the churches of America in their united effort to re- 
lieve the suffering brought about by war conditions. 
Write to Church Committee on Overseas Relief and Re- 
construction, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 

Protecting the Home. The statement adopted by the 
Executive Committee of the Federal Council of Churches 
on November 16, under the title “An Appeal for the 
Upholding of Highest Standards of Sex Behavior,” has 
been printed in leaflet form with the new title ‘‘Protect- 
ing the Home.” It can be obtained for a 3-cent stamp 
per copy or at 50 cents per hundred from the Commis- 
sion on Marriage and the Home, 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Y. 

Your Marriage in Wartime—New Edition. ‘This 
pamphlet of the Commission on Marriage and the Home 
has proved so popular that about 120,000 copies have 
been sold. Although the price is 10 cents per single 
copy the large printing enables the Commission to offer 
it in the new edition at $1.60 per hundred. 

The Child’s Religion in Wartime. Third printing. This 
pamphlet, prepared by the Commissions on Religion and 
Health and Marriage and the Home has been so well 
received that it has recently gone through a third print- 
ing, having first come out in April of 1943. It bears 
the imprint of the Federal Council, the International 
Council of Religious Education and The United Council 
of Church Women. Ten cents per copy or $5.00 per 
hundred. 
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) United Church Canvass Gains 


EPORTS now coming in from the hundreds of 
R towns and cities over the country participating in 

the fall campaign of the United Church Canvass, 
November 21 to December 12, indicates that the finan- 
cial gains, although considerable, were secondary in im- 
portance to the spiritual benefits of the united effort to 
the total community, and a growing spirit of interde- 
nominational and interfaith codperation. 

Although the total number of communities holding 
Canvasses has not yet been determined, it is estimated 
that participation increased about 50 percent over the 
fall period of 1942. Among the communities that have 
already reported campaigns are many large cities, in- 
cluding Detroit, Rochester, Cincinnati, Cleveland, To- 
ledo, Indianapolis, St. Paul. Plans are already under 
way for the spring period, which will be held nationally 
from February 20 to March 12. 

Typifying the emphasis contained in the reports on 
the impact upon the community of the codperative effort 
_ of the churches are the following comments: 

“Tt helped unite the community and break down bar- 
riers of the past in regard to codperation in general en- 
terprises.”—Reading, Pa. 

“There can be no doubt that the united drive served 
-a useful purpose in focusing public attention on the 
importance of sound, vigorous churches to the welfare 
‘of the community.”—The Cedar Rapids Gazette. 

“We are uniting for the first time in really placing the 
Church before the whole community, emphasizing its im- 
portance, encouraging interest and attendance at its 
services, as well as gathering in funds for the coming 
year.” —Portland, Me. 

A new interest on the part of laymen was one very 
significant result of the campaign. Many communities 
had laymen’s committees and in one city, Bridgeport, 
Conn., the campaign was almost entirely a laymen’s job 
and the codperation of the clergy with the laymen was 
hailed as most gratifying. New Haven, Conn., reports: 
“Many laymen were brought together through the meet- 
ings of the Canvass who have experienced a new thrill 
in codperative church work.” 

Many cities reported successful inter-faith codperation. 
Brunswick, Maryland, wrote: “First time the Catholics, 
Protestants and Jews ever got together.” 

From Cincinnati: “The United Church Canvass 
brought Catholics, Protestants and Jews together in a 
concerted program. ‘This is most unusual for Cincin- 
nati... . Such a program helps to promote Freedom of 

Religion ideal in America, thus bulwarking an essential 
strength. It also serves to quicken mutual appreciation 
of the various faiths.” 

From Batavia, N. Y.: “The big. item here is that we 
were successful in getting all eleven of our churches in- 
cluding four Catholic churches and the Jewish Synagogue 
in our first campaign.” 


The newspapers and the radio played a large part in 
most campaigns and many reports commented on the 
value of the national advertising campaign. The fol- 
lowing report from Detroit shows how one large city 
used modern publicity channels to put over a successful 
Canvass: 

“We have 100 billboards up and of these nine are 


45-feet painted boards. The public response has been 
tremendous. 


“We have been well handled by the newspapers, and 
the church editors have made us the lead story for the 
past two weeks. The two largest department stores in 
Detroit are running full-page ads in all three daily 
papers this week. . 


“‘We have been well treated by radio commentators 
and to date we have had programs on WJLB and 
CKLW, two 15-minute programs with another sched- 
uled for November 24, still another November 28, and 
a 5-minute speaker on the most excellent Symphony 
Hour next Sunday evening. 


“Tn addition to this we have ordered 50 movie trail- 
ers which are being shown in each of the more than 
200 theaters in Detroit. 

“On the first Sunday approximately 25 percent of the 
ministers used our theme with marked response.” 
Increases in giving were reported by most of the com- 

munities. The highest gain, 85 percent, was made by a 
church in New Haven. The average increase in the New 
Haven churches was 10 percent, with two churches re- 
porting gains of 50 percent. 

The following brief reports are a few examples of the 
success of the Canvass in the fall period: 

Portland, Maine, Forty churches representing 12 de- 
nominations, and three synagogues participated. Six- 
teen five-minute periods over the radio stations; movie 
trailers in all nine local theaters; excellent newspaper 
publicity and billboard and newspaper advertising. 

St. Paul, Minn. Thirty-six churches representing 13 
denominations with a total constituency of 50,000. Every 
church exceeded its goal. Already planning 1944 fall 
campaign. 

Bridgeport, Conn. Forty-nine churches and four syna- 
gogues. Built publicity around “The Church and Com- 
munity,” stressing educational aspect of the campaign 
rather than financial gains. Excellent newspaper pub- 
licity. Series of radio programs. Mass meeting of | 
more than 1500 with mayor and governor as leading 
speakers. General financial increases in all participating 
churches. 

Rochester, N. Y. Thirty churches representing eight 
denominations. Successful publicity program including 
78 appearances on the three radio stations of the city; 
newspaper ads; display cards for church lobbies, parish 
houses and store windows; and a mass meeting. 

Mason City, Iowa. Increased pledges by more than 
1,000. Impact on community in terms of publicity and 
codperative effort hailed enthusiastically. 


10 FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 


Church Conference of Social Work 


After much planning and discussion, the decision has 
been reached that the National Conference of Social 
Work will meet in Cleveland, May 21-27. The Church 
Conference of Social Work, which is an associate group 
of the National Conference, will convene at the same 
time. The Church Conference seeks to keep church so- 
cial workers and leaders in touch with developments in 
the national field of social work and to emphasize the 
place of spiritual factors in personal and social rehabili- 
tation. Dr. J. R. Mutchmor of the United Church of 
Canada is president of the Church Conference. 

Friends interested in the detailed program should write 
the secretary, Leland Foster Wood, 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Y. 
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British Preacher in Christian Missions 


Rev. Ronald E. T. Allen, rector of Northenden Church, 
Manchester, England, has just arrived in this country at 
the invitation of the Department of Evangelism of the 
Federal Council to participate for six weeks in the Na- 
tional Christian Missions. | 

Mr. Allen is eminently qualified to participate in the 
Mission because of his experience in the Religion and 
Life Campaign, a similar movement in Great Britain. 

A former member of the Manchester City Council, 
Mr. Allen has an active interest in civic affairs of that 
heavily blitzed industrial city. In addition to credentials 
from the Archbishop of Canterbury, he bears letters from 
the Lord Mayor of Manchester and George Gibson, 
former president of the British Trade Union Congress. 


World Day of Prayer 


together in a fellowship of intercession, the United 

Council of Church Women will sponsor the World 
Day of Prayer on February 25, 1944, the first Friday of 
Lent. The national committee, of which Miss Margaret 
T. Applegarth is chairman, feels increasingly the need for 
“disturbing every Christian in every community on earth, 
since God will work out His purpose for mankind through 
such very human folk as ourselves and we dare not fail 
Him.” 

The program, whose theme is “And the Lord Wondered 
That There Was No Intercessor,” suggests the use of 
the Wise Men’s gifts as symbols of intercession: myrrh, 
symbol of intercession for the sorrows of the world; 
frankincense, symbol of intercession for all members of 
the church family in every nation; gold, symbol of inter- 
cession for the refining spirit of all mankind with dross 
consumed, our world to be rebuilt with generosity and 
unselfishness. 

Preparation of the worship service began when a large 
group of nationals and repatriated workers from many 
countries gathered as a cross-section of those meeting in 
all parts of the earth on the World Day of Prayer—Ger- 
mans, a French woman, a Scotchman, a Canadian, some 
Japanese, a Zulu woman, a Greek, a Hollander, and mis- 
sionaries from China Burma, Siam, Malaya, India, 
Egypt, Algeria, Africa, Alaska. Others, unable to be pres- 
ent, mailed petitions from their homelands, so that the 
concerns of Peruvians, Bolivians, Colombians, Puerto 
Ricans and Spaniards were also included. 

Enlarged observances are timely this year. The Hand- 
book for Leaders suggests the expansion of community- 
wide observances into schools, factories, theaters, stores, 
military camps, and urges the participation of war-wives 
and war-mothers to represent “by-proxy”’ the four corners 
of the earth. Foreign-language groups, long in agonies 
of suspense because of friends and relatives in occupied 
countries of Europe and the Orient, will welcome the 
opportunities to join with others to pray for those they 


B este every continent of the war-torn world 


love. House-to-house visitation and invitation to partici- 
pate is suggested. WAVES, WACS, SPARS, and Marines 
in the community should also be included, while chap- 
lains in nearby army camps will doubtless welcome a 
program or handbook for their own use. 

Orders for program materials should be sent and paid 
for in advance as soon as possible to the United Council 
of Church Women, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, New 
York. The Call to Prayer is free; programs, “And The 
Lord Wondered That There Was No Intercessor,” are 
two cents each or $2.00 per hundred; the Handbook is 
10 cents; the poster, five cents. 


Current Radio Schedule 


Sunday, 10:00 to 10:30 A.M. 
Dr. Ralph W. Sockman in “National Radio Pulpit.” 
WEAF and N.B.C. Network. 


Sunday, 2:30 to 3:00 P.M. 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick in “National Vespers.” 
WJZ and Blue Network. 


| Monday, 12:00 to 12:15 P.M. 
Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo in “Religion and the New World.” 
WJZ and Blue Network. 


Tuesday, 12:00 to 12:15 P.M. 
Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell in “Our Spiritual Life.” 
WJZ and Blue Network. 


Wednesday, 12:00 to 12:15 P.M. 
Dr. Alvin E. Magary in “Common Sense and Senti- 
ment.” WJZ and Blue Network. 


Thursday, 12:00 to 12:15 P.M. 
Rev. Ralph S. Meadowcroft in “The Riddle of Life.” 
WJZ and Blue Network. 


Saturday, 6:45 to 7:00 P.M. 
Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk in “Religion in the News.” 
WEAF and N.B.C. Network. 


All programs are broadcast on Eastern War Time. 


——— 
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ice of Army and Navy chaplains lies in their per- 

sonal counseling with the men. Similarly, civilian 
pastors in camp communities find in their personal con- 
tacts with service men and women one of their greatest 
opportunities. 

Personal counseling relates to those varied ways in 
which personal guidance and help are brought to indi- 
viduals and families. Some of the problems which are 
of special importance now to service men and _ their 
families relate to men soon to be drafted, families con- 
fronted with bereavement, men returning from the war 
crippled physically or mentally, the general rise of emo- 
tional tensions, men’s adjustment to military service and 
separation from their families, and many others. 

Impressed by the opportunity of the chaplains, and 
the related need for refresher courses on personal coun- 
seling, the Commission on Religion and Health, in the 
spring of 1941, began to conduct seminars on personal 
counseling for groups of chaplains at their posts. In 
collaboration with the General Commission on Army and 
Navy Chaplains, 31 such seminars have been held to 
date, reaching about a thousand chaplains with courses 
of not less than three days’ duration. 

After the camp seminar program had amply demon- 
strated its usefulness, the opportunities of civilian clergy 
in camp communities became more apparent. Related to 
their need for review work on counseling was that of 
some of the other professional workers concerned with 
meeting individual needs of military personnel, especially 
U. S. O. staff members. Codperative relationships were 
established with the Army and Navy Department of the 
Y. M. C. A., one of the operating agencies of U. S. O., 
in order to test the value of counseling seminars held in 
the community mainly for pastors and U. S. O. staff 
members. So successful were the experimental seminars 
in the spring of 1943 that they were made part of the 
regular wartime program of the codperating groups begin- 
ning in June. To date 61 such seminars have been held, 
with an average attendance of 35, also on a basis of not 
less than three days’ duration. More than a thousand 
civilian clergymen have participated, plus more than two 
hundred Army and Navy chaplains, and nearly six hun- 
dred U. S. O. staff members. 

The figures available on the scope of this total coun- 
seling seminar enterprise are revealing and encouraging. 
In all, 93 seminars have been held, in 33 states. At least 
1200 Army and Navy chaplains, about an equal number 
of civilian pastors, and 600 professional U. S. O. workers 
have participated. Other professional workers concerned 
with the welfare of individual men and women in uniform 
have participated in special meetings in connection with 
the seminars: nearly 800 Red Cross and other social 
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Seminars on Personal Counseling 


workers; more than 500 physicians, about two-thirds of 
them in military service; and more than 1500 nurses. 

Through other meetings associated with the seminar in 
some places, still other groups were reached. Over 200 
members of military headquarters staffs, about 1,500 
special counselors, orderlies or corpsmen within the mili- 
tary, participated in counseling discussions. While such 
activity was incidental to the main purposes of the semi- 
nar program, its results were at times more than a mere 
by-product. Meetings for lay church visitors, various 
groups of men in uniform, and a few for the general 
civilian public, were occasionally held at the suggestion 
of the local groups. 

A grand total type of analysis shows that approxi- 
mately 3,500 professional workers have participated in 
the seminars themselves, with almost an equal number 
reached additionally through special meetings. If semi- 
professional counselors are included, the over-all figure 
approaches 8,000. The additional help given to church 
visitors, senior hostesses, and other non-professional per- 
sons, would run the total to well over 10,000. 

Average attendance at the camp seminars was 26, 
varying from five to sixty; at the community seminars, 
35. Many chaplains attended the community seminars, 
and this kind of codperation was especially important in 
cases where the number of chaplains at a post was not 
large enough to warrant a special camp seminar. In sev- 
eral places it was possible to work out the best possible 
kind of chaplain-civilian clergy codperation in connection 
with the seminar. 

In all cases the local groups joined with the national 
in sponsorship of the seminar. The way in which various 
groups at national or regional level were able to work 
together with the Commission on Religion and Health to 
meet particular needs is in itself of real significance. Most 
important has been the cooperation of the Y. M. C. A.’s 
Army and Navy Department. It financed the 61 semi- 
nars held under its auspices, and carried out the exten- 
sive administration necessary, the task of the Commis- 
sion on Religion and Health in these cases being the pro- 
fessional one of securing proper leadership and planning 
the content of program. The able administrative work 
of Rev. Marion J. Creeger, Associate Program Director 
of the Army and Navy Department, of his Associate, 
Rev. C. Newman Hogle, and of his staff of eight religious 
consultants stationed in various sections of the country, 
has been largely responsible for the success of this largest 
group of the seminars. 

The General Commission on Army and Navy Chap- 
lains, while making no contribution to the financing of 
the camp seminar program, has been an excellent in- 
terpreter, and has opened the necessary doors in military 
circles. 
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NEW SCRIBNER BOOKS | 
The Legacy of the 
Liberal Spirit 


Men and Movements in the Making of 
Modern Thought 


By FRED G. BRATTON 


A timely and invigorating interpretation of “the 

seven ages of modern thought” seen: through the 

lives of their great thinkers, from Origen to John 

Dewey. $2.75 
* 


The Short Story of Jesus 
By WALTER LOWRIE 


A fresh approach—brief, coherent and plausible— 

to the greatest story in the world. Not a “life” in the 

usual sense but a vivid and dramatic interpretation 

of the Gospel record. $2.50 
*« 


The Varieties of 


New Testament Religion 
By ERNEST F. SCOTT 


“Of major importance for ali study and interpre- 
tation of the New Tesiament. A clear and balanced 
presentation of opposing viewpoints: — Witness$2.75 


ss 
A Certain Blind Man 


Essays on the American Mood 
By ROBERT ELLIOT FITCH 


A brilliant inquiry into the spiritual heritage, condi- 

tion and destiny of the American... a challenge to 

present-day complacency and a stimulating guide 

to the future. $2.00 
* 


In Search of Maturity 
By FRITZ KUNKEL, M.D. 


“Deserves the widest possible reading. Surpasses 
anything else in print on the relation of psychology 
and religion. Deeply probing and provocative— 
represents the outline of a penetrating psychology 
based on Christian principles: —Christendom $2.75 


* 


Daily Life in Bible Times 
By ALBERT EDWARD BAILEY 


“There is no finer reference book for preachers, 
church school teachers and interested laymen ava'l- 
able?— Christian Herald. With 112 illustrations and 
A maps. $3.00 


at all bookstores 
CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS 


AAMAS, 
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The Hogg Foundation was unusually helpful in con- 
nection with the six camp seminars held in Texas. The 
Foundation financed these seminars and through the ac- 
tive efforts of its Director, Dr. Robert L. Sutherland, 
achieved particular success in reaching physicians, nurses, 
and the other groups, both in camp and community, 
whose professional work is in the health field. 

Four of the seminars were held in collaboration with 
the Federal Council’s Department of Evangelism; indeed, 
it is due to the vision and help of this Department that 
the first seminars were held. 


The seminars have been led by persons of special com- 
’ petence in personal counseling from the pastoral point of 


view. Largest contributor of this service has been Rev. 
Russell L. Dicks, now Chaplain of the Wesley Memorial 
Hospital, Chicago. Other leaders have included Rev. 
Charles T. Holman, University of Chicago, Rev. David 
D. Eitzen, University of Southern California, Rev. Roy 
A. Burkhart, Columbus, Rev. Otis R. Rice, New York 
City, Rev. Carroll A. Wise, Toledo, and eight others. 

In connection with the seminar program, special litera- 
ture has been developed and selected to meet current 
needs. Copies of two pamphlets specially designed for 
the purpose were made available to all Protestant chap- 
lains by the Commission on Religion and Health, and 
distributed to them by the General Commission on Army 
and Navy Chaplains. These were The Ministry of Listen- 
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Our Fighting Faith | 


By J. BLANTON BELK Paper, 50c. Cloth, $1.25 


This book is written to inspire in all Christians the 
desire to be united against the forces of evil in our 
present-day world. Thinking of the Christian 
Church as made up of men, women, and children 
who believe in a world where God’s will is done, Dr. 
Belk challenges this living Church of today to fight 
for that kind of a world against the forces of greed, 
lust, and hate. Dr. Belk is pastor of St. Giles 
Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia. 


Revivals in the Midst 


of the Years 


By BENJAMIN R. Lacy, JR. Cloth, $1.50 


Beginning with revivals during Bible days, this 
book traces in brief yet vivid and comprehensive 
manner the story of revivals throughout the history 
of the church. A panorama of the passing years 
that will thrill every Christian and challenge each 
to a renewed Christian faith and practice. The 
‘book gets its title from Habakkuk 3:2. Dr. Lacy 
is President of Union Theological Seminary in 
Richmond, Virginia. 


JOHN KNOX PRESS 


Box 1176 Richmond 9, Virginia 
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ing by Russell L. Dicks and The Ministry of Counseling 
by Rollo May. 

A more adequate literature program has been devel- 
oped in connection with the Y. M. C. A.-sponsored semi- 
nars. Copies of The Ministry of Counseling and of Per- 
sonal Counseling—A Bibliography are made available to 
all who participate in the seminars. In addition, each 
leader carries with him for display and use during the 
seminar a book trunk of about twenty of the most useful 
volumes in this field. Following the seminar, through 
the courtesy of the Y. M..\C. A., five of these books be- 
come the permanent possession of the local U. S. O.’s pro- 
fessional library, available for their staff and for chap- 
lains and other clergy. 

The major purpose of all the seminars has been to pro- 
vide supplementary or extension education in the meth- 
ods of bringing personal help to men and women in uni- 
form. But some of the subsidiary results have been of 
real importance also. At some points they provided the 
first opportunity for chaplains and civilian clergy, or 
clergy and U. S. O. workers, or even clergy and social 
workers, to discuss their tasks together at a professional 
level; and at nearly all points this process, if already 
started, was advanced. In at least a few points, they 
provided the first occasion when white and Negro work- 
ers had met together locally on a professional basis with- 
out question of the propriety of the procedure. There 
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can be no doubt of the accuracy of a conclusion reached 
by the Y. M. C. A.’s research division after objective 
study of the reports on the seminars, that they were 
“spiritually energizing.” Frankly religious as the semi- 
nars were in their approach, it is likely that in a large 
number of cases they afforded many physicians, social 
workers and some others their first experience in con- 
sidering the functions of religion in counseling and the 
religious resources available for the counselor. Still an- 
other important by-product of the seminars has been their 
research function, disclosing needs not properly evalu- 
ated before, securing material on the relative incidence 
of types of problems, and the like. 

The program will certainly continue. The Y. M. C. A. 
has already indicated that its seminars will go forward 
in 1944, A new and even more integrated type of camp 
seminar than any previously held can now be conducted 
for chaplains of the Air Forces. Other professional litera- 
ture along specific lines in the field of counseling is great- 
ly needed by the chaplains, and should be made available 
at the earliest possible date. In addition, the opportuni- 
ties already met in part will continue. 

SEWARD HILTNER 


Reprints of the current report are available, single copies free, 
from the Federal Council, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
A descriptive pamphlet on the camp seminars, and one on the 
community seminars, also are available on request to the Federal 
Council. 


THAT CHALLENGE DEMOCRACY 


RISING ABOVE COLOR 


Puitie Henry Lorz, Editor 


Know the facts regarding the famous Negroes whose contributions to our civilization are set forth in the 
thrilling and informing stories of Carver, Moton, Dubois, Washington, Douglass, Coleridge-Taylor, Dun- 


bar, Allen, Johnson, Williams and many others. 
Stories BY HAarotp B. HUNTING AND OTHERS. 


J. BURFORD PARRY 
A RELIGION THAT SMILES 


Addresses delivered before the Bangor Convoca- 
tion of Ministers replete with experiences and illus- 
trations. Devotional and inspirational the book is 
designed for the dark days ahead when courage, 
confidence and faith will be most needed. $1.50 


MABEL H. ERDMAN, Editor 
TO GLORIFY GOD 
By JAMES H. NICHOLS, JAMES P. ALTER, E. FAY 
CAMPBELL 
The third volume in The Pioneering Church 
Series deals with the problems of individual and 
public prayer rooted primarily in the problem of 
youth. 
Other volumes in the series: 
Vol. I. One God, One World by Clarence T. Craig 
Vol. II. God and the Day’s Work by Robt. L. Calhoun 


Each 75 cents. (ASSOCIATION PRrEss-REVELL) 


(ASSOCIATION PRESS-REVELL) 


$1.50 


CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, D.D. 


A SURVEY OF RELIGIOUS 
LITERATURE 


Henry P. VAN Dusen, Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York, says: 
“Dr. Macfarland brings to this task not only one 
of the best-informed and most widely experienced 
minds in American Protestantism today, but also 
an unusually incisive and altogether delightful 
insight.” $1.50 


EUGENE DINSMORE DOLLOFF 


SUNDAY NIGHT SERVICES 
CAN BE SUCCESSFUL 


The author shows from actual experience how 
the evening service can become a successful and in- 
dispensable part of the Church service. Not a work 
of theory but practical plans that work explained 
in detail. $1.50 


AT ALL DEALERS 


Fleming H. Revell Company 


158 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 10 
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New Executive for Christian Commission 


Rev. Marion J. Creeger has become the new Executive 
Secretary of the Christian Commission for Camp and 
Defense Communities, succeeding Rev. Harlan M. Frost 
who has resigned in order to accept the position of Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Buffalo Council of Churches. 

For the past fifteen months he has been the Associate 
Program Director of the Army and Navy Department 
of the YMCA, with special responsibility for religious 
program and church codperation in their USO clubs. 

According to an announcement made by Rev. J. Quin- 
ter Miller, Associate General Secretary of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, Mr. 
Creeger assumed his new office on January 17, 1944. 

The Christian Commission for Camp and Defense 
Communities is an interdenominational body sponsored 
jointly by the Federal Council of Churches, the Home 
Missions Council of North America, the International 
Council of Religious Education, the United Council of 
Church Women and the General Commission on Army 
and Navy Chaplains. Through it the representatives 
of many communions share in the planning and co- 
ordination of their extensive service for men and women 
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in uniform and for industrial workers. Projects are now 
under way in more than 700 communities over the 
country. 

Mr. Creeger has been intimately associated with the 
work of the Christian Commission throughout the past 
year and will bring to this position an intimate knowl- 
edge of the needs confronting the churches in communi- 
ties across America as they seek to minister to the spirit- 
ual needs of men and women in the armed services and 
to industrial defense workers and their families. He will 
work in closest codperation with civilian church leaders, 
chaplains, the USO, the YMCA and the YWCA, 

Born in Ohio, Mr. Creeger was graduated from Heidel- 
burg College in 1918. He served in the United States 
Army during World War I, spending ten months over- 
seas. He was graduated from Boston University School 
of Theology in 1922. Since his ordination as a minister 
of the Methodist Church in 1924 he has served pastorates 
of Methodist churches in the New England Southern and 
New York East Conferences. 
as president of the Connecticut Council of Churches and 
Religious Education. He also has served both as presi- 
dent and later as executive secretary of the Board of Ed- 
ucation in the New York East Annual Conference. 
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World 


By THEODORE 
PARKER FERRIS 


“The most important facts about 
this created world in which we 
live are not its geography nor its 
economics. Infinitely more im- 
portant are the activity and pur- 
pose of God, the personal life of 
man and the work of Jesus Christ. 
These are the great realities which 
give meaning and significance to 
our world. The author presents 
these three primary realities to us. 
His thought is clear, his language 
is luminous. I commend the book 
as a stimulus and guide.”—H. St. 


WRITE FOR FREE LITERATURE Dr 


The American Mission to Lepers pro- | 

vides funds for 

© medicines ahd buildings i Booklet without obligation. 
ive 
| 
| 


George Tucker, Presiding Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


$1.50 


THE AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS, Inc. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. (F) 


Please send me your Annuity 


@ faodandcigthing Harper & BrotHers, Publishers 


@ a Christian ministry 
@ homes for uninfected children 


49 E. 33 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 


oe 
Date of Birth 


oe: ee oe Uh 6h Ue UU 
‘ 


oe 


February, 1944 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 15 


‘News of State and Local Cooperation 


Psychiatry and Religion 


The Denver Ministerial Alliance has an- 
nounced a series of four seminar sessions 
during January and February on the Rela- 
tion of Psychiatry to Religion. Among the 
interesting topics which will be considered 
in these discussions are ‘“The Christian’s 
Dilemma of Love and Hate,” “The Rela- 
tionship between Mental Disease and Reli- 
gion,’ “The Moral Lapses of Later Life,” 
“A Psychiatric Interpretation of the Golden 
Rule.” Collaborating in the leadership 
of these seminars are three distinguished 
Denver psychiatrists led by Dr. Bradford 
Murphey. 


Chicago’s Program Goals 


The Chicago Church Federation has an- 
nounced the following goals for 1944: 


Adequate strengthening of the Federa- 
tion’s staff and program for its general 
responsibilities. 

The expansion of the Weekday Church 
School movement in Chicago. 

Placing the Boys’ Court Service on a 
level worthy of Protestant churches. 


The expansion of the interpretive and 
referral service in the Department of Social 
Service to serve the churches and the com- 
munity more adequately. 


A SELECTION OF THE PULPIT BOOK CLUB 


THE ROMANCE OF THE 


MINISTRY 


Raymond Calkins 


Intriguing Chapter Titles 
Mirror the Scope and Appeal of the Book 


Let No Man Despise Thee 
Thoroughly Furnished Unto All Good Works 
Clean Hands, Righteous Lips, and a Pure Heart 
Gird Yourselves with Humility 
Are There Not Twelve Hours in the Day? 
A Workman That Needeth Not to be Ashamed 
A Sower Went Forth to. Sow 
The Pearl of Great Price 
In the Beauty of Holiness 
The Rod of the Almond Tree 
And Other Equally Challenging Chapters 


The Religious Book Club Bulletin says: 


“It would be difficult to suggest a more helpful volume on the parish 


ministry than this book.” 
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A needed ministry to the Americans of 
Japanese ancestry who have only recently 
been resettled in Chicago. 

Establishment of a Department of Re- 
search and Survey in the Federation for 
the important function of knowing the 
social and religious forces at work in our 
city. 

An adequate Protestant ministry to the 
service men and women in Greater Chicago. 

More adequate ministry to the Protestants 
in the public institutions of the city and 
Cook County, for which the Federation has 
long had responsibility, assigned by the 
Cook County Board of Commissioners. 


Recreation Institute 


The Oklahoma City Council of Churches 
has released the following: 

“Truism: Churches are dark most nights 
of the week; Honky Tonks are lighted 
and open each night. 

“Problem: What can church leaders do to 
increase and improve wholesome recrea- 
tion at the church? 

“Opportunity: Oklahoma City is bringing 
Mrs. Anne Livingston here for a week’s 
theory and practice in wholesome fun. 
This is open to EVERYBODY, especially 
social life directors and leaders of chil- 
dren and youth. Adult leaders, this is 
for you too! Preachers are urged to 
attend.” 


Staff Changes 


The Rhode Island Council of Churches 
has appointed Rev. Dr. Erdman Smith, 
formerly of Chicago, as Acting Executive 
Secretary of the Church Hospitality Center 
for Service Men, 38 Dorrance Street, Provi- 
dence, R.I. Dr. Smith succeeds Rev. Roy J. 
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Schramm who resigned as of December 31 
to resume his full-time pastor ministry at 
the Kingston Congregational Church. 

Dr. Smith was for thirteen years the 
minister of the Austin Baptist Church in 
Chicago and prior to that time served for 
seven years at Ottawa University in Kansas. 
He has served for two years as President 
of the American Baptist Publication Society 
and is a member of the Northern Baptist 
Convention’s Committee on Relations with 
Other Religious Bodies.. He has recently 
been engaged in a special ministry to 
service men under the Christian Commission 
for Camp and Defense Communities and 
the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society. 


The Rev. Robert L. Dieffenbacher has 
been chosen by the Protestant Council of 
the City of New York as Assistant to the 
Executive Secretary with particular respon- 
sibility for fund raising and public relations. 
He was graduated from Lafayette College 
in 1927; Miami University, M.A.; Western 
Seminary, S.T.D.; Missouri Valley College, 
D.D.; Fellowship student, New York School 
of Social Work, 1926. He served as a uni- 
versity pastor at Miami 1930-32; pastor 
of the Lancaster, N.Y., Presbyterian Church, 
1932-34; Dean of Men, University of Buf- 
falo, 1934-36; Field Secretary of the Pres- 
byterian Board of Christian Education, 
1936-39; National Association of Manufac- 
turers, 1940-43, with which he had the 
following positions: Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Codperation with Churches and 
Secretary of the Committee on Educational 
Co6peration. 


Rev. Walter M. Howlett has been ap- 
pointed the Executive Director of the Divi- 
sion of Christian Education of the Prot- 
estant Council of New York City. For 
twenty years Dr. Howlett has been asso- 
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ciated with the direction of the religious 
education program in New York City as: 
Secretary for Religious Education of the 
Greater New York Federation of Churches, 
as executive of the Metropolitan Federation 
of Daily Vacation Bible Schools and of the 
Interdenominational Committee for Reli- 
gious Education on Released Time, and the 
Greater New York Inter-faith Committee 
for Religious Education on Released Time. 


Mrs. Imogene McPherson has been 
elected Educational Director of the Division 
of Christian Education of the Protestant 
Council of the City of New York with: 
responsibility for ~curriculum building, - 
teacher training, and general supervision of 
weekday and vacation school activities. 
Mrs. McPherson has been related to these 
functions for nearly eight years through 
the Greater New York Federation of 
Churches, the Metropolitan Federation of 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools, and the’ 
Interdenominational Committee for Reli- 
gious Education on Released Time. ; 


Rev. Harlan M. Frost has been appointed’ 
Executive Secretary of the Council of, 
Churches of Buffalo and Erie County, N.Y. 
Mr. Frost received his B.A. degree from the. 
University of Minnesota in 1915 and his. 
B.D. degree from Rochester Theological 
Seminary in 1918. He is a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa. He was a delegate to the 
World Conference on Life and Work at 
Oxford, England, in 1937. He has served 
as the pastor of Baptist churches in Breck- 
enridge and Elbridge, Minnesota (1918-24) ; 
Toledo, Ohio (1924-34); Executive Secre- 
tary, Toledo Council of Churches 
(1934-41) ; and Executive Secretary of the 
Christian Commission for Camp and De- 
fense Communities (1941-43). Mr. Frost 
began his new work in Buffalo on January 
17, 1944. 


George W. Buckner’s 
new book 
Cha ae 


“a primer of ecu-f&}§* 
menical Christian- 
ity... In style it 
is simple enough @ 
for a high school WF 
youth; in content 
substantial enough 
for the thoughtful 
pastor.” — Samuel 
McCrea Cavert. 
$1.25 


REESE 
Evangelism for 
Today, by Lin 
D. Cartwright . 


“not only gives a cor- 
rect ‘statement as to 
the meaning, scope 
and purpose of Evan- 
gelism, but it answers 
the questions about 
how to do it.”—Jesse 
M. Bader. 


$1.00 
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- Among the New Beck - 


The University and the 
Modern World 


By Arnot S. NAsH 


Macmillan Co. $2.50 


A young English scholar who has spe- 
cialized both in the sciences and in reli- 
gious thought, now Chaplain to the Student 
Christian Movement in Canada, has written 
a highly provocative book about the present 
educational scene. He insists that the uni- 
versity of today is failing to give young 


people a sense of values and purpose, and 
that it is not even making “any real 
attempt to discover and then teach a 
unified conception of life.” It has been 
content to deal with separate compartments 
of knowledge. It has pursued knowledge 
as if it were an end in itself without facing 
the issue as to the ends for which knowledge 
is to be used. 

Although science prides itself on being 
objective, it really has ‘‘dogmas’—.e., 
unexamined assumptions—which Mr. Nash 
proceeds to expose. Science has assumed 
the universe to be altogether a self-con- 


For All Christian Faiths 


THE NEW CHURCH HYMNAL 


Enthusiastic Testimonies from Users 


BAPTIST 


“The appropriate hymn for each service is always at hand. 
The responsive readings deserve special commendation.” 


CHRISTIAN 


“An excellent collection of church music including the gems of 


looked.” 
COLLEGIATE 


so adequately.” 
COMMUNITY 


early church history which in so many hymnals have been over- 


“We are greatly pleased to have our hymn book problem settled 


“Our people are unanimous in their enthusiasm over THE NEW 
CHURCH HYMNAL.” 


CONGREGATIONAL 


“The material points the way to better worship services. I 
plan to draw upon it heavily.” 


EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED 
“A wonderful contribution to our services of worship.” 


FRIENDS 


“Increasingly popular. 


No hymnal in my pastoral experience 


has been so well received.” 


REFORMED 


“Happy to commend after three months use.” 
SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST 


UNIVERSALIST 


lege hymnals. 


“We are delighted with the book.” 


“We are looking forward to the years of satisfaction and in- 
spiration which our church will enjoy from the use of your 
loveliest of all hymnals.” 


ALSO POPULAR IN UNIVERSITIES 


“This book possesses qualities which are missing in most col- 
It was the choice of the entire committee.” 


Returnable sample sent on request. 


Price—$120.00 a hundred 


D. APPLETON -CENTURY COMPANY 


| | 35 West 32nd Street, New York 1, N. Y. 


tained system of material particles moving 
through space according to mathematically 
determined laws—something which is highly 
debatable. It has assumed that human 
reason, pursuing scientific method, can solve 
all human problems—whereas the truth is 
that a science without “ultimate criteria of 
evaluation” may make civilization worse 
rather than better. 

In Germany, the author suggests, a gen- 
eration of “fact-hypnotized professors” left 
such a social vacuum that Nazism easily 
moved into it. Hitler could make the uni- 
versity serve his own philosophy just be- 
cause the university had not developed any 
social philosophy of its own. Marxism, 
similarly, maintains that knowledge must 
serve a social purpose, but makes knowl- 
edge an instrument for the wrong purposes. 

The crying need, the author concludes, 
is for Christian thinkers in all the special- 
ized fields of the natural and social sciences 
to unite with Christian philosophers and 
theologians in creating a new synthesis of 
knowledge and religious insight. Chris- 
tianity must not be one subject among 
others; it is the orienting and unifying 
principle for the entire curriculum, giving 
meaning to the whole. S. M. C. 


The Beginning of Christianity 
By CLaRENCE TUCKER CRAIG 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.75 


Since Christianity is a historical religion, 
as contrasted with a philosophical religion, 
like Buddhism, its real genius is best under- 
stood by a historical approach. What we 
find in the New Testament, however, is 
not a record of bare events, but of events 
as interpreted through the eyes of those 
who shared in the events and felt them to 
be a revelation of God. It is history as 
“seen from the inside’ with which the New 
Testament has to do. It is with this basic 
assumption that Professor Craig, the dis- 
tinguished professor of the New Testament 
at Oberlin, undertakes his task. He writes 
as a historian tracing the actual course of 
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events, but also trying to discover what 
the events meant to those who were 
involved in them. 

The narrative is unencumbered with the 
technical apparatus of New Testament 
scholarship, although the results of such 
scholarship have been thoroughly mastered. 

The treatment covers a broad field— 
including the land of Palestine and its 
people, the sources of our knowledge of 
Jesus, the life and message of Jesus, the 
origins of the Church, the contribution of 
St. Paul, the formulation of the new faith, 
the organization of the Christian commu- 
nity, and its relation to the state and 
society. The conclusion as to the nature 
of the Gospel is that “it is not first of all 
an appeal to men to do something. It is a 
proclamation about what God has done 
and is doing.” 


Changing Emphases in Ameri- 
can Preaching 


By Ernest Trice THOMPSON 


Westminster Press. $2.00 


This colorful series of lectures on the 
Stone Foundation at Princeton Theological 
Seminary by the professor of ecclesiastical 
history at Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Va., provides a discerning inter- 
pretation of major trends in Christian 
thinking in our country in the past century. 
Five great figures in the field of preaching 
and teaching are selected as typical of the 
changing emphases: Horace Bushnell, who 
is taken as the symbol of the beginning of 
“American liberalism’; Henry Ward 
Beecher, who is an expression of the “‘popu- 


‘lar revolt against Calvinism”; Dwight L. 


Moody, who marks the best stage of revi- 
valism; Washington Gladden, spokesman 
for the “new theology”; Walter Rauschen- 
busch, voice of the “‘social Gospel.” 

In each case the author shows how the 
preacher’s new emphasis stems from his 
own experience of felt need, how it corrects 
former inadequacies, and then turns out 
itself to be one-sided in its outlook. The 
reader gets a picture of the constant need 
for keeping the fresh aspects and the old 
aspects of Christian truth related closely 
to each other in order to avoid a distortion 
of the Gospel. 
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From Victory to Peace 


By Paut HutcHInson 
Willett, Clark. $1.50 


As a contribution to contemporary think- 

ing about the post-war world from the 
distinctive standpoint of the Christian 
Church, this is a volume of prime signifi- 
cance. Two interests are controlling 
throughout the discussion: (1) the fear 
that governments may be drifting toward a 
bad peace; (2) the conviction that the 
positions of the churches, as set forth in 
their most important declarations, are not 
visionary but the really practical ways of 
avoiding a third world war. 
' Against the background of the major 
statements by church groups on post-war 
problems the volume discusses the building 
of the institutions of a world community, 
the overcoming of imperialism and “power 
politics,” the menace of racialism, the pre- 
vention of hatred and revenge, and the 
reconstruction of Europe. Always the 
function of the Church as moral critic is 
magnified. 

On the side of interpreting the Christian 
goal Dr. Hutchinson’s work is superb. 
Sometimes he leaves the reader wondering 
whether he has given sufficient thought as 
to the practical processes involved in estab- 
lishing any real connection between the 
absolute ideal of Christianity and the rela- 
tivities of the political order. S. Mee: 


The Romance of the Ministry 


By RayMonp CALKINS 


Pilgrim Press. $2.00 


This book by one of the wisest and most. 
beloved ministers of New England is a 
tonic for those who feel discouraged about. 
the ministry or have lost their earlier 
enthusiasm for it. No occupation in the 
world seems to Dr. Calkins to afford. 
“romance” comparable ‘with that which is. 
found in dealing with human lives at the: 
deeper levels. The quiet work of pastoral. 
counseling in even the smallest parish is. 
described as an appeal to sympathy,. 
imagination and friendship. 

Most of the volume consists of informal!’ 
counsel on the many-sided .work of the: 
minister—his preaching, his leadership in. 
worship, his conduct of the sacraments, his. 
pastoral ,contacts, his relations with chil- 
dren, his ministry to the sick, his personal’ 
habits and self-discipline. It would be dif-. 
ficult to suggest a more helpful volume on: 
the parish ministry than this unpretentious. 
little book. 
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During these nineteen months, when history was moving before many 
of us as in a dream, Professor Fleming, a leading authority on inter- 
national affairs and a remarkable interpreter of world events, was 
crying “Wake up, America!” 


This book, which consists of a series of unusually prophetic and clear- 
headed broadcasts, covers many implications, then guessed at only by a 
few, of these world-shaking events. It warns us that this is our last 
chance to build an organized, civilized world, safe from the devasta- 
tions of international anarchy. 
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THE EARLIEST GOSPEL 


Frederick C. Grant “This study of 
Mark is valuable for all Christian leaders 
_who are eager to find answers to the many 
questions they and others have raised in 
reference to Mark.”—Presbyterian of the 
South. $2.50 
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THE BEGINNING 
OF CHRISTIANITY 


Clarence Tucker Craig. “The pur- 
pose of the book is to trace the course of 
events, insofar as it can be known from the 
available documents when these are criti- 
cally examined, and to show what these 
events meant to the early Christians them- 
selves. Constant attention to the second 
of these objects does much to give the 
whole treatment its extraordinary vitality.” 
—Christian Century. 

“The narrative is unencumbered with the 
technical apparatus of New ‘Testament 
scholarship, although the results of such 
scholarship have been thoroughly mas- 
tered. The result is a very readable book.” 
—Religious Book Club Bulletin. $2.75 


THE PATH TO 
PERFECTION 


W. E. Sangster. “Dr. Sangster has 
written a masterly work here. Students of 
perfectionism will not be able to ignore it. 
Sympathetic enough to be understanding, 
the author is also critical enough to ex- 
pose the flaws of Wesley’s teaching. Is it 
possible that the author, like Charles Wes- 
ley, has already seen beyond the imperfec- 
tions of even a modified perfectionism ?”— 
Christian Century. 


CHRISTIAN ETHICS 


Albert C. Knudson. “This work is 
the culmination and practical application 
of the thought underlying a series of books 
by Dr. Knudson on theological and 
philosophical subjects and will amply repay 
careful perusal by all preachers and others 
. who are deeply interested in the reasonable 
understanding of the faith as grounded in 
Christian experience and reinforced by 
serious philosophical thought. One of the 
most valuable books on human conduct to 

be published.”—United Church Observer. 
$2.75 


THE CHURCH AND 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Karl Ruf Stolz. “This posthumous 
volume of the late Dean of the Hartford 
School of Religious Education is a readable 
and scholarly addition to an important area 
of pastoral care.”—Living Church. 
“There is a timeliness in the publication of 
this book. The increase of nervous dis- 
orders and personality problems is gain- 
ing the interest of all who are interested 
in human welfare. The hygienic values of 
church fellowship and services are well 
shown.”—Christian Advocate. $2.50 
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“Spiritual 
Mother” 
To a 
Soldier Boy? 


Will you help a soldier, sailor, marine, 
coast guardsman, seabee, a Wac, a 
Wave or Spar to have a personal copy 
of the New Testament—to give them 
that spiritual aid and comfort they so 
sorely need as they face the perils of 
war far away from homeP 

You CAN DO THIS. You can, 
through the American Bible Society, 
join with thousands of others in carry- 
ing on the great work of your Society 
in distributing the Holy Bible to our 
armed forces, prisoners of war, refu- 
gees, and to distressed and war-weary 
people everywhere. The NEED is 
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Agreement, a Plan which has never 
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share in the work of distributing the 
Bible wherever it is needed. Investi- 
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to give and receive,generously! Learn 
how it can fit your needs, how it en- 
titles you to certain tax exemptions. 
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